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Closing date:	1 October 2026

Enquiries:	For general queries please contact: <shawn.kelly@unimelb.edu.au>

Indigenous undergraduate and graduate coursework students across the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences (MDHS) are invited to apply for the competitive 2026 MDHS Indigenous Student Mobility and Engagement Grant (ISMEG).
What is the ISMEG?
The MDHS Advancing Health 2030 strategy is committed to improving Indigenous health outcomes locally and globally by growing a strong Indigenous health workforce. Achieving this requires practical support that enables Indigenous students to access opportunities that build skills, leadership capability and career pathways. The Indigenous Student Mobility and Engagement Grant (ISMEG) support Indigenous students enrolled in undergraduate or graduate coursework degrees, by providing funding to enable participation in opportunities that enhance academic success, professional development and leadership growth.
What activities are funded?
The grant helps cover costs associated with travel and accommodation to attend or present at conferences, placements directly related to the MDHS course of study, elective subjects that enhance academic learning, and community engagement and outreach activities. Applicants are encouraged to consider how the proposed activities will support their career development particularly those aligned with the Advancing Health 2030 strategic themes of collaboration, innovation, and nurture.
Funding Details
Maximum funding is up to $5,000 for international activities or up to $2,000 for domestic activities. Eligible expenses include travel and accommodation for academic placements, fees or travel for elective subjects not otherwise funded, costs for organising or participating in outreach or community engagement programs, and conference registration, travel, and accommodation. The grant process is highly competitive. Ensure your application meets all criteria.
Activities Not Supported
Funding will not be provided for tuition fees for standard subjects in your enrolled course, personal travel or tourism, activities unrelated to academic or professional development, ongoing operational costs for student clubs or societies, or purchase of capital assets.
Eligibility
Applicants must be an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander student currently enrolled in a coursework degree within the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences, University of Melbourne.

Application Requirements
Applicants must submit:
· a completed application form to shawn.kelly@unimelb.edu.au
Applicants must demonstrate how the proposed activity is directly relevant to applicants’ field of study or personal and professional development.
Applications must be submitted prior to the commencement of the proposed activity. Funding is not available for activities that have already taken place
Successful applicants are required to submit a post-activity report (max 500 words) outlining the activity undertaken, key learnings, and how this experience will support future career development. Photographic documentation of the activity is required to meet the grant’s mandatory reporting requirements.
Funded applications not completed within the ISMEG timeframe must be reported to shawn.kelly@unimelb.edu.au with reasons for the delay and will be reviewed by a panel to decide on the activity and funding.
Application Submission Process
Review these guidelines and confirm your eligibility, prepare all required documents, submit your application via the application PORTAL. Confirmation of receipt will be received and note that applications are reviewed within 2–4 weeks of submission.
Grant Timelines
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	1 September 2026
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	1 October 2026
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	24 October 2026
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	28 February 2027


Assessment Criteria
Your application will be assessed on the quality, relevance, and feasibility of your proposed activity. As this is a competitive grant process, it is important that you clearly demonstrate how your application addresses each of the following criteria:
Purpose and Type of Activity
Clearly describe your proposed activity and explain how it aligns with the aims of the ISMEG program (for example: conference participation, academic placement, elective study, or community engagement/outreach). You should also explain why this opportunity is appropriate and valuable at this stage of your studies.
Relevance to Your Studies and Career Goals
Demonstrate how the proposed activity connects to your current course of study and supports your future career aspirations.
Development Opportunities
Outline the specific skills, knowledge, experience, or professional networks you expect to gain through participating in the activity. You should explain how this opportunity will extend your learning beyond your standard coursework.
Impact and Outcomes
Describe the anticipated outcomes of the activity and how the experience will contribute to your academic, professional, and/or community development.
Feasibility and Preparation
Show that your proposed activity is realistic, achievable, and well planned. You should provide evidence of your preparation and ensure your proposed timeline aligns with the grant period.
Budget
Provide a clear and detailed budget outlining how the requested funding will be used. Your budget should be reasonable, directly related to the activity, and demonstrate responsible use of grant funds.
Confidentiality
Information provided in the application, including personal details, will be treated with due care and confidentiality. Information will only be shared with members of the assessment committee for the purpose of evaluating applications.
Photographic Consent
Consent to the University of Melbourne, as part of ISMEG, using your photos, videos, or reports for university purposes, including promotion and media to inspire future students, without compensation.
Notification of Outcomes
All applicants will be notified of their application outcome via the email address provided in the application form.
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