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Master of Professional Psychology 
Question Response 

What are the entry 
requirements? 

You can find information about our courses including the entry 
requirements, study load options, career pathways and more on the 
relevant course study page: 

• Master of Professional Psychology 
 
Note: This course is only available to Domestic students. Domestic 
students are students who are Australian or New Zealand citizens, or 
Australian permanent residents. 

What can I expect from the 
course (subjects, class 
time, assessment etc.)? 

You can find detailed information on course structure and learning 
outcomes for each of our courses on the relevant handbook page: 

• Master of Professional Psychology 
 
If you click through to the course structure page, you’ll see a list of the 
subjects you will take in this course. You can in turn click through to each 
subject to find out more detailed subject-specific information. 

What career options will I 
have after completing this 
course? 

Upon completion of this course, you will be eligible for entry to a one-year 
internship and to sit the National Psychology Exam and then apply for 
registration as a Generalist Psychologist. 
 
You will be clinically trained and upskilled to work at a broader population-
level focused on key societal issues such as understanding community 
behaviour change. As a generalist psychologist, you will be ready to apply 
your skills in assessment and treatment with a wide range of clients with 
mild to moderate mental health conditions. 

If I have completed an 
honours year, will I be 
eligible for credit going into 
the MPP? 

If you have already completed 4th year and are successful in applying to 
the UoM MPP program you may be eligible for some course credit. This 
won't take a full year off the program, but it will mean you are exempt from 
completing the research component and likely some other subjects. If you 
are considering this option, it would be a good idea to reach out to us to 
discuss in more detail. 

If I have completed an 
honours year, then am I still 
able to apply for the MPP or 
should I apply for one of the 
clinical masters courses? 

It really depends on your future work interests and which direction you 
want to take. A clinical psychologist is more of a specialist whereas MPP 
graduates work more as generalist psychologists. You can also complete 
the MPP and at a later stage do a 'bridging' course- such as the Graduate 
Diploma in Clinical Psychology to be eligible for endorsement as a clinical 
psychologist. 

Can I apply for the MPP 
without having completed 
honours? 

Yes, you do not need to have completed an honours / fourth year in order 
to be eligible for the MPP. 

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-professional-psychology/
https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/courses/mc-propsyc


   
 

 This document was created for the Postgraduate Psychology Information Session on 25 
August 2026 

The University of Melbourne (Australian University) PRV12150 / CRICOS 00116K 

Is there a bridging program 
if I complete the MPP and 
later decide I want to be a 
Clinical Psychologist? 

Yes there is! If you are a domestic student and already registered as a 
psychologist in Australia, you may be eligible for the Graduate Diploma in 
Clinical Psychology as a pathway to become a Clinical Psychologist. 

How are placements 
organised? 

The placement coordinators will assist with sourcing placements once you 
are admitted into the course. 

How to enrol after 
undergraduate, how much 
the course costs, what type 
of research should be done 
for the research project and 
how would placement be 
attained? 
 

Refer to the course structure outlined here 
Master of Professional Psychology 

 

For someone who wants to 
keep their career options 
open over the long term, and 
may eventually combine 
clinical practice with areas 
such as teaching, research, 
leadership or systems 
improvement, what additional 
opportunities does clinical 
endorsement provide 
compared with practising as 
a general psychologist? 
 

There is no difference between the general psychologist and clinical 
psychologist endorsement in relation to the areas that have been outlined.  
 
Each have their own merits and it may depend on the type of clinical 
presentation you would be interested in working with/researching/teaching. 

Once an applicant has been 
shortlisted for interview, how 
are candidates differentiated? 
For example, can a candidate 
with a somewhat lower entry 
WAM but a stronger 
interview, references and 
relevant experience 
ultimately be preferred over 
someone with a higher 
WAM? 
 

Offers for interviews are made on the basis of WAM. 
 
Offers for a place are made on the basis of a combination of WAM and 
interview performance score. 
 

For relevant professional 
experience, what kinds of 
experience tend to 
strengthen an MPP 
application? For example, 
would disability support work, 
mental-health support work, 
research assistance or other 
client-facing roles be viewed 
differently? 

Work experience relating to professional practice is prioritised - all those 
listed are appropriate, and if research assistance, then experience where 
you are interacting with clients/mental health patients would be desirable. 

How does the four-year part-
time structure work in 
practice? Are placements 
also spread across the four 

If you need to do a part-time load, then coursework subjects are required 
to be completed before placements. Placements are scheduled in the final 

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/graduate-diploma-in-clinical-psychology/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/graduate-diploma-in-clinical-psychology/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-professional-psychology/structure/#nav
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years, and are part-time 
students able to structure 
their timetable around 
employment? 

year. Subjects are scaffolded in terms of learning progression and are not 
structured around student employment timetables. 
 

What does the transition from 
completing the MPP into the 
required internship typically 
look like for graduates? 
Where do graduates usually 
obtain those positions, and 
how difficult is it to secure 
one? 

All of our graduates have successfully found internships. In some 
instances, students have been offered internships at the provider where 
they are doing they external placement. Typically, internships are round in 
the dominant areas of placement, such as private practice, child/youth 
services, community and NGO services, and education settings. 
Internships may be offered in hospital and forensic services depending on 
student suitability. We dedicate class time in the final placement subject 
(year 2, semester 2) to discuss application strategies and how to 
effectively structure the supervision requirements. We are also part of the 
organising committee for a national symposium on internship matters 
which is held around early October each year. We do not manage the 
internship process. 
 

If I were to do a profess 
psychology masters would 
that be valid for work in other 
countries ? 

A professional psychology master degree is not automatically valid for 
independent practice in other countries, because psychology registration and 
licensing laws are strictly country-specific. Your qualification must still be 
evaluated and approved by the regulatory board of the destination country. 

For applicants who did 
undergrad many years ago 
but a recent GDPA, does this 
satisfy recency for MPP? 

Psychology Board requirement enforces qualifications must be within 10 years. 
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Master of Psychology (Clinical Psychology) 
 

Question Response 
What are the entry 
requirements? 

You can find information about our courses including the entry 
requirements, study load options, career pathways and more on the 
relevant course study page: 

• Master of Psychology (Clinical Psychology) 
What can I expect from the 
course (subjects, class 
time, assessment etc.)? 

You can find detailed information on course structure and learning 
outcomes for each of our courses on the relevant handbook page: 

• Master of Psychology (Clinical Psychology) 
 
If you click through to the course structure page, you’ll see a list of the 
subjects you will take in this course. You can in turn click through to each 
subject to find out more detailed subject-specific information. 

What career options will I 
have after completing this 
course? 

Graduates of this course will be able to apply for generalist registration as 
a psychologist in Australia and will have gained the competency in 
knowledge and skills relevant to the clinical psychology specialisation. 
 
Graduates must also complete the PsyBA registrar program to be eligible 
for endorsement as a Clinical Psychologist. Please contact the PsyBA for 
further information on the registrar program. 

What does the pathway look 
like for a UK student with a 3 
year degree in Psychology 
(with Honours)? 
 
 
 
 
 

Please take some time to review our pathways document: 
https://psychologicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/000
5/5318870/Pathways-to-working-as-a-psychologist.pdf  
As you will see in the diagram, there are many different pathways that a 
UoM student might take to work as a registered psychologist or in a related 
field. 
 
 

How necessary is clinical 
experience and what does 
that entail exactly? 
 

Prior clinical experience is not a strict prerequisite for admission, but the 
built-in clinical placements are mandatory to graduate and register as a 
psychologist 

For the Clinical Psychology 
Master's programme, are 
exceptions ever made to the 
four-year undergraduate 
degree requirement for 
applicants with a three-year 
degree, particularly if it is an 
honours degree that includes 
an honours dissertation? For 
example, might particularly 
strong academic 

Generally, there are no exception to the four-year undergraduate degree 
requirement for applicants for the Masters entry. In the case of scenario 
that is described, it’s an unusual scenario for a three year undergraduate 
degree to contain an Honours dissertation. That specific qualification and 
its equivalence to the University’s standard Honours degree would have to 
be looked into and determined.  

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-psychology-clinical-psychology/
https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/courses/527cl
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/Endorsement/Registrar-program
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performance also be taken 
into consideration? If not, are 
there any pathways (such as 
additional credits or bridging 
study) that would allow 
someone with a three-year 
honours degree to become 
eligible without needing to 
complete another degree? 

What modes of therapy are 
taught in the clin psych 
masters? 

Therapeutic skills in the Master of Psychology (Clinical Psychology) 
program are taught primarily within a broad cognitive-behavioural 
framework. 

If you complete the Master of 
Psychology (Clinical 
Psychology)/Doctor of 
Philosophy, will you graduate 
with both the PhD title and 
title of clinical psychologist? 
I.e., can I practice under the 
protected title of clinical 
psychologist after I graduate? 

Yes, graduating with the the Master of Psychology (Clinical 
Psychology)/Doctor of Philosophy award means that students will receive 
both the titles. Once registered with AHPRA, graduates can practice under 
as a Clinical psychologist.  

How does the MSc Clinical 
Psychology program prepare 
international students to 
practice psychology in their 
home countries? 

The focus is very much on practising psychology in Australia based on the 
Australian registration competencies, and it is worth applicants examining 
how this overlaps and perhaps also doesn't with the practice of psychology 
in their home country. 
 

What does a typical week on 
campus look like for full-time 
MCP student 

It depends very much on the time of year - but here is a rough guide to year 
1 once placement starts: 
Two days per week: placement at UMPC, close to campus but off site on 
Cardigan St, seeing up to 3 clients per day plus doing clinical 
documentation, supervision, connecting with peers 
Two days per week: coursework - across campus 
One day per week: thesis   
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Master of Psychology (Clinical Neuropsychology) 
Question Response 

What are the entry 
requirements? 

You can find information about our courses including the entry 
requirements, study load options, career pathways and more on the 
relevant course study page: 

• Master of Psychology (Clinical Neuropsychology) 
What can I expect from the 
course (subjects, class 
time, assessment etc.)? 

You can find detailed information on course structure and learning 
outcomes for each of our courses on the relevant handbook page: 

• Master of Psychology (Clinical Neuropsychology) 
 
If you click through to the course structure page, you’ll see a list of the 
subjects you will take in this course. You can in turn click through to each 
subject to find out more detailed subject-specific information. 

What kind of patients might 
a clinical neuropsychologist 
treat?  

Any type of patient that has a condition that could affect their cognitive 
function or brain function, such as stroke, traumatic brain injury, epilepsy, 
dementia, MS, brain tumours, neurodevelopmental conditions, psychiatric 
conditions, liver disease, diabetes etc. 

What types of experiences 
students can expect during 
their placements? 

All students will be rotated through 4 types of settings: acute neurology, 
rehabilitation, paediatrics and psychiatry. Placements are arranged for you 
and are mostly in hospitals, with some also occurring in the private sector 
or other government funded agencies (e.g. ARBIAS). 

What career options will I 
have after completing this 
course? 

Graduates of this course will be able to apply for generalist registration as 
a psychologist in Australia and will have gained the competency in 
knowledge and skills relevant to the clinical neuropsychology 
specialisation. 
 
Graduates must also complete the PsyBA registrar program to be eligible 
for endorsement as a Clinical Neuropsychologist. Please contact the 
PsyBA for further information on the registrar program. 

Is Master of Psychology 
(Clinical Neuropsychology) 
science focus? Is it 
recommended to come 
from a science 
background? 

While it is common for our students to have focussed more on the Science 
subjects in undergraduate, many of our students come from an Arts 
background. Consequently, all teaching assumes that there is no 
specialist background science knowledge in our students outside what is 
gained in their undergraduate 4-year APAC accredited sequence of 
psychology subjects. 
 

Does work experience need 
to be clinical to be 
considered? 

No, work experience does not strictly need to be clinical. 

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-psychology-clinical-neuropsychology/
https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/courses/527cn
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/Endorsement/Registrar-program
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What is the interview format 
for Clinical 
Neuropsychology, and what 
competencies are you 
primarily assessing? 

The interview is Multiple Mini Interview, pre-recorded. 
The interviews are to understand your motivation, why you chose course, 
why to be generalist psychologist; role-play/hypothetical clinical 
situations. 

Immediate career 
prospects post-graduation. 
Especially in terms of entry 
level psychology jobs 
attainable with a 
Neuropsychology masters. 

The current market for neuropsychology graduates is extremely strong, 
with more jobs being advertised than graduates available to fill them. 
While this does fluctuate, the trend for the past 5+ years has been 
increasing numbers of job opportunities in clinical neuropsychology each 
year, not less. 
 

Can you please clarify what 
the pre-recorded 
Neuropsychology interview 
involves and if there is an 
opportunity to re-record? 

Pre-recorded online: candidates record answers to set questions and submit. 
Takes ~45 mins. Role-play/hypothetical scenarios. Time to read question then 
reply within set time. No re-recording, it is all in one go. 

 

When are applicants notified 
that they got an interview for 
neuropsychology? 

Rough timeline under "After You Apply" section (study pages). 
 

In Master of 
Neuropsychology do you 
need to do a research thesis? 

One core subject in year 2 is Thesis (Masters/coursework)  
Part ½: produce journal-article style thesis 6,000 to 10,000 words by 31 Oct in 
final semester. 
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Graduate Diploma in Clinical Psychology 
Question Response 

What are the entry 
requirements? 

You can find information about our courses including the entry 
requirements, study load options, career pathways and more on the 
relevant course study page: 

• Graduate Diploma in Clinical Psychology 
What can I expect from the 
course (subjects, class 
time, assessment etc.)? 

You can find detailed information on course structure and learning 
outcomes for each of our courses on the relevant handbook page: 

• Graduate Diploma in Clinical Psychology 
 
If you click through to the course structure page, you’ll see a list of the 
subjects you will take in this course. You can in turn click through to each 
subject to find out more detailed subject-specific information. 

What career options will I 
have after completing this 
course? 

Graduates of this course will be eligible to complete the PsyBA registrar 
program to be eligible for endorsement as a Clinical Psychologist. Please 
contact the PsyBA for further information on the registrar program. 

Is it possible to undertake 
the Graduate Diploma in 
Clinical Psychology after 
completing one of the other 
postgraduate psychology 
courses at UoM?  

Yes, the Graduate Diploma in Clinical Psychology is a bridging course for 
non-Clinical Psychology graduates, who have full registration as a 
psychologist with the Psychology Board of Australia, training in the skills 
necessary for specialist endorsement as a Clinical Psychologist.  
 
To apply for this course, you would need to have completed a Master of 
Professional Psychology (or equivalent) or a Master of Psychology (Clinical 
Neuropsychology) or equivalent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/graduate-diploma-in-clinical-psychology/
https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/2025/courses/gd-clinpsy
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/Endorsement/Registrar-program
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/Endorsement/Registrar-program
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Master of Psychology (Educational and 
Developmental) 

Question Response 
What are the entry 
requirements? 

You can find information about our courses including the entry 
requirements, study load options, career pathways and more on the 
relevant course study page: 

• Master of Psychology (Educational and Developmental) 
What can I expect from the 
course (subjects, class 
time, assessment etc.)? 

You can find detailed information on course structure and learning 
outcomes for each of our courses on the relevant handbook page: 

• Master of Psychology (Educational and Developmental) 
 
If you click through to the course structure page, you’ll see a list of the 
subjects you will take in this course. You can in turn click through to each 
subject to find out more detailed subject-specific information. 

What career options will I 
have after completing this 
course? 

Graduates of this course will be able to apply for generalist registration as 
a psychologist in Australia and will have gained the competency in 
knowledge and skills relevant to the educational and developmental 
psychology specialisation. 
 
Graduates must also complete the PsyBA registrar program to be eligible 
for endorsement as an Educational and Developmental Psychologist. 
Please contact the PsyBA for further information on the registrar program. 

What will the day-to-day 
routine look like for 
students in this course? 
Will the majority of the 
placements be in the 
school setting or 
somewhere else? 

In first year, students attend classes two days per week and prac min. two 
days per week. In second year, there is less coursework but more 
placement and research. There are 3 placements, one must be in an 
educational setting, the other settings include private practices and 
clinics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-psychology-educational-and-developmental/
https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/courses/mc-psyched
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/Endorsement/Registrar-program
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Postgraduate Psychology General FAQs 
Question Response 

What will the actual WAM 
cut-off be for the course I 
am interested in? / I met the 
minimum entry 
requirements listed, why did 
I not receive a place in the 
course? 

The entry requirements that we publish for our courses are the minimum 
criteria that must be met to be considered for a place. This means that 
simply meeting the entry requirements does not guarantee a place in the 
course.  
 
The exact cut-off for entry requirements varies from year to year based on 
the strength of applications received. We do not share the exact cut-off 
from previous years as this may be misleading, since the cut-off from a 
previous year is not indicative of where the cut-off will be in the upcoming 
year.  

What are the key differences 
between the Clinical 
Psychology and Professional 
Psychology Masters 
programs? 

The Master of Professional Program enables graduates to become general 
Psychologists (one year of internship + national exam required following 
graduation to become registered). As a generalist psychologist, you will be 
ready to apply your skills in assessment and treatment with a wide range 
of clients with mild to moderate mental health conditions.  
 
In contrast, the Master of Psychology (Clinical 
Psychology/Neuropsychology/Ed&Dev) provides generalist registration as 
a Psychologist immediately when you graduate. Then some further 
training is required to become an endorsed Clinical/Clinical 
Neuro/Educational & Developmental Psychologist following your 
graduation, but this program sets you on the pathway toward that 
endorsement.  

What is the difference 
between a Clinical 
Psychologist and Clinical 
Neuropsychologist? 

Clinical psychologists are trained to diagnose and treat individuals 
experiencing a range of mental health difficulties- from depression, 
anxiety through to psychosis and substance use disorders.  They typically 
work in public mental health or private settings.   Neuropsychologists are 
concerned with the affective, behavioural, and cognitive manifestations of 
diseases of the central nervous system, particularly those affecting the 
brain, in adults and children. 
 

What are the pathways 
available at UoM to become 
a psychologist? 

Please take some time to review our pathways document. As you will see 
in the diagram, there are many different pathways that a UoM student 
might take to work as a registered psychologist or in a related field. 

Can I transfer from one 
postgraduate psychology 
course to another? 

There are not direct course transfers, you would be applying to the second 
course as a new student and would need to meet any entry requirements 
the same as any other applicant. 

How competitive is it to get 
into postgraduate 
psychology courses at UoM? 

Entry into these programs is very competitive.  

https://psychologicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/5318870/Pathways-to-working-as-a-psychologist.pdf
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Are there any 
recommendations for the 
referee report when applying 
for Masters psychology 
courses? 

Our requirement is that applicants for our master’s programs in 
Psychology must submit two references (to be submitted online) from 
academic and/or professional referees. If possible, at least one referee 
report should be completed by an academic staff member. The second 
referee report may be completed by academic staff members or by any 
registered clinical profession (and not just a registered psychologist). It is 
advisable that the academic staff member reference is from a psychology 
academic, but if not possible, any academic staff member is suitable too. 
Choose referees who know you - we aren't going to be making decisions 
based on who your referee is but what that say about you. While work or 
volunteer experience is not an entry requirement for our Masters 
programs, if you have relevant experience, you may wish to refer to it in 
your application. 

Does UoM preference 
applicants who have 
previously studied at UoM? 

No, applicants are assessed by the same criteria regardless of where they 
have studied previously. 

I am an international 
student, should I apply using 
an agent? 

Whether to utilise an agent (or which agent to use) is the decision of the 
applicant. International applicants should have the eligibility of their prior 
overseas qualifications assessed by the APS. Please check the course 
website for further information regarding timelines. 

Can I study postgraduate 
psychologist without an 
undergraduate degree in 
psychology? 

No, this is not possible due to guidelines released by the Psychology 
Board of Australia.  We offer the Graduate Diploma in Psychology as a 
pathway into further study for students who have completed a Bachelor 
degree in a field that is not related. 

When do the interviews for 
the Clinical Masters courses 
happen? 

For the Clinical Masters, shortlisted applicants will be notified of their 
interview in the leadup to the interview period (which will be running from 
Oct-Nov for international applicants, and Nov-Dec for domestic 
applicants). 

How many places are 
available in the Masters 
courses? For domestic 
students, how many of 
these are CSP and how 
many are full fee? 

We do not disclose the exact figures for our intakes, but there are typically 
10-20 students commencing each year in each of our Master of 
Professional Psychology, Master of Psychology (Clinical Psychology) and 
Master of Psychology (Clinical Neuropsychology). 
 
The exact breakdown of how many domestic students are on CSP vs full 
fee varies from course to course and year to year, and is dependent on a 
range of factors. CSP are allocated based on merit to the most 
competitive domestic applicants.  
 
Typically, the cohorts are split roughly 2/3 and 1/3 between domestic and 
international students respectively, but the ratio can vary from year to year 
depending on applicants and the availability of CSP places.  The latter is 
determined by the University and ultimately by the Government. 

How many hours per week 
do I need to spend studying? 
Can I work a job while 
studying my masters? 

Full-time students are expected to spend around 30-40 hours per week on 
a combination of classes, placements and self-study.  
 

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/graduate-diploma-in-psychology/
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As most of a student’s time will already be spent on their studies, we 
require that students do not work more than approximately 8-10 hours per 
week, as it will become increasingly difficult to juggle employment and 
studies at the same time. 

Can I study these courses 
online? 

All our postgraduate Psychology programs are taught face-to-face and 
must be completed in-person. 

How do we find our 
placements in the course? 

The placement coordinators will assist with sourcing placements once 
you are admitted into the course. 

What scholarships are 
available? 

You can read about UoM scholarships here.  Scholarships are not typically 
available for students entering a Masters or Graduate Diploma- unless 
they meet some other criteria such as having Indigenous background.  

How can I have recognition 
of disadvantage or special 
consideration when my 
course application is 
assessed. 

If you are applying for a graduate degree and have experienced, or are 
experiencing disadvantage you may be eligible for Graduate Access 
Melbourne. 
 
Graduate Access Melbourne (GAM) is the University’s equity program for 
domestic graduate coursework students. Under GAM, specific 
circumstances of applicants will be considered in relation to admission 
and bursaries. 

I will have to move to 
Melbourne to study at UoM, 
what accommodation 
options do I have? 

You can read about the various accommodation options offered by UoM 
here.  All of our coursework subjects are offered in person only- so on 
campus attendance is required. 

How can I stand out as an 
applicant? 

Excellent grades, solid referees and performance in the interview. 

Does UoM assist you in 
finding a job after 
completing the course?  

We will pass on information related to internships and how to apply, but 
we do not have a role in sourcing employment or positions for graduates.  

Is there a Psychology 
student society that I can 
join? 

Yes, there are student societies associated with psychology at UoM. We 
link to them from the MSPS website. 

I have completed prior 
studies in psychology 
outside of Australia, can I 
apply for a postgraduate 
psychology course at UoM? 

Yes. However, before you apply you will need to have your prior studies 
assessed by the Australian Psychological Society to confirm that your 
studies were equivalent to what is required for APAC accreditation.  

How important are the 
interviews in the application 
process? 

Previous study results are the primary factor we consider when 
shortlisting applicants. Following the initial shortlisting, the interview 
plays an important role in selection, and the panel will also review the 
personal statement and references. 

Can I defer a course offer? Applications for deferral are assessed on a case by case basis, and may 
be available for up to 12 months if approved.  Discussions about deferral 
are not undertaken until someone is offered a place in a program.   

How do I apply for the 
combined Masters and PhD 
programs? 

It is not possible to apply for the combined programs as an external 
applicant. You must first be admitted into the Masters course, complete 
one year and can then apply for the combined program.  

https://scholarships.unimelb.edu.au/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/how-to-apply/equity-entry-schemes/access-melbourne-graduate
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/how-to-apply/equity-entry-schemes/access-melbourne-graduate
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/accommodation
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/accommodation
https://psychologicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/study/current-students/school-societies
https://psychologicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/study/current-students/school-societies
https://psychology.org.au/about-us/what-we-do/assessments/assessment-overseas-qualifications
https://apac.au/students/overseas-qualifications/
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Do you make conditional 
offers? 

Yes, we do make conditional offers for applicants who are on track to 
meet entry requirements for the upcoming intake.  

Are there scholarships for 
international students for the 
combined Masters/PhD 
program? 

Unfortunately, no scholarships currently available for this course. 

Are interviews conducted 
individually or in a group 
setting? Are they online or 
in-person? 

All interviews are conducted on an individual basis (i.e. one student per 
interview).  
 
Interviews for the Master Professional Psychology and the Master of 
Psychology (Clinical and Neuropsychology) are conducted online via a 
video-based platform. 
 
Interviews for Master of Psychology (Educational and Developmental) are 
conducted in-person or on Zoom. 

Are the Masters programs 
graded with a mark out of 
100)? Or are they focused on 
competency (i.e. pass/fail 
grading)? 

Most coursework assessments are graded but there are placement 
subjects that have competency grades. Please refer to the relevant 
Handbook page for further details. 

Are there opportunities for 
rural or remote placements 
in the psychology programs? 

Yes, there are some opportunities although the number and availability of 
these can vary from year to year. Some of our graduates have undertaken 
placements in rural and remote areas. 

What can I do if I am not 
successful in getting into my 
chosen course? What other 
options do I have to use my 
psychology degree if I 
decide I no longer want to 
pursue registration as a 
psychologist?  

There are many different ways that our graduates use their psychology 
degrees. Rather than being a registered psychologist, some may instead 
go on to work in marketing, advocacy or social work (as well as many more 
areas). Please review our pathways document and you will see there are 
many different opportunities that psychology students may choose to 
pursue.  

I have a question that isn’t 
addressed in this 
document? 

The answers to most questions about our courses can be found on the 
relevant Study or Handbook pages. If you have already looked at these and 
can’t find the answer to your question, please reach out to us via the 
Enquire button found on the Study page of the course you are interested 
in. When you are on the relevant course, look for the Enquire button on the 
right-hand side of the page. 

Can a prospective student 
place an application for 
multiple degrees? 

If you are eligible for the entry requirements. 

Considering the coming 
changes to psychology 
registration, how will that 
change graduate programs at 
Melbourne in future? 

 

At present, the School and the University (and other institutions) are still 
awaiting the outcome of a submission made to the Psychology Board and 
the government, so this topic and any future changes are still very much at 
discussion/consultation phase.  

https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/
https://psychologicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/5318870/Pathways-to-working-as-a-psychologist.pdf
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/?collection=find-a-course&profile=_default&query=%21showall&num_ranks=12&start_rank=1&f.Tabs%7CtypeCourse=Courses
https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/?collection=find-a-course&profile=_default&query=psychology&num_ranks=12&start_rank=1&f.Tabs%7CtypeCourse=Courses
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What do placements look like 
in terms of structure? 
If Teachers/Coordinators feel 
that some students need 
more time to build their skill 
level as psychologists, would 
those students be told or 
recommended to be switched 
to part-time study? 
 
How difficult is it to get a paid 
placement? 
 

Switch to Part-time, we wouldn't tell someone to switch from FT to PT 
because we have designed the course to build skills incrementally for 
competent and confident practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
Paid placements are not the norm. The University is still determining the 
processes for paid placement in psychology. 
 

Best pathways for child 
psychology career. 
 

Please refer to: The Pathways booklet 

What English language tests 
are accepted (IELTS, PTE, 
Duolingo, etc.), and what are 
the minimum score 
requirements? 

Please refer to English Requirements 

What can I do in my last year 
of undergrad to maximise my 
eligibility for the program? 

Focus on doing as well as possible academically so that you have a 
competitive application for Honours. Completion of a Honours year with 
high marks is the basis of eligibility for  a Master’s application. 
 

How do you focus on 
culturally responsive care? 

We are working with our First Nations Knowledges Team to ensure that our 
curricula reflect best practice in this space.  Our aim is that culturally 
responsive care is embedded throughout our curricula at all levels (from 
undergraduate and upwards).  We aren't quite there yet, but are working 
with some amazing academics and the community to inform how we 
achieve this.   

How would you consider non-
traditional experiences (eg 
corporate experience and 
career change) as opposed to 
community focussed 
background? 

We are interested in how YOU reflect on these experiences.  'Community 
focussed' experience is not essential.  We are looking for students who 
understand the area of psychology they are wanting to move into (Clinical, 
Clinical Neuro, Professional Psychology) and who can reflect on their life 
experience - whatever form that takes- to tell us how that has shaped 
them and why they are suited to postgraduate training in psychology.   
 

What is the difference 
between Master of 
Psychology (Clinical) and 
Graduate Diploma in Clinical 
Psychology. If I already have 
a Master of Health 
Psychology but no practice, 
which of the two qualifications 
should I apply for? 

The Graduate Diploma in Clinical Psychology is a bridging course for fully 
registered psychologists who want to specialise in Clinical Psychology. 
Typically the students are clinical neuropsychologists who now wish to 
switch to Clinical Psychology work.  
 
It's up to you- what area of psychology interests you most?  Psychologists 
of all 'types' work in health-related areas, with patients who experience an 
array of health difficulties.  It depends what you want to focus on in your 
practice really.     
 

https://psychologicalsciences.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/5318870/Pathways-to-working-as-a-psychologist.pdf
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/how-to-apply/english-language-requirements/graduate-english-language-requirements
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What changes in the field 
does the university see having 
a big impact in the next five 
years, and how is the 
master's curriculum evolving 
to prepare students for those 
changes? 

The biggest potential change is the proposal by the Psychology Board to 
completely change training pathways.  While it has not been confirmed 
yet, it is most likely that there will be some change in the future- with 
practical aspects of psychology introduced earlier in the training pathway 
(bigger emphasis at undergraduate level).  Beyond that - I suspect we will 
see AI applications in clinical practice growing- which could be a good 
thing but also needs to be managed appropriately. Contributions to 
training by people with lived and living experience is another area that I 
think will grow in the future. Our curricula are constantly evolving to 
ensure that we are able to address emerging areas.   
 

The differences between 
registration as a general 
psychologist and a clinical 
psychologist within the Master 
or Psychology program. 

Graduates of all of the Master of Psychology programs (Clinical, Clinical 
Neuropsychology and Educational/Developmental Psychology) graduate 
eligible for generalist registration.  They then have to complete a registrar 
program to be eligible for endorsement in the area focussed on by their 
program.  Graduates of the Master of Professional Psychology program 
need to complete an internship to be eligible for generalist registration.  
See Psychology Board of Australia website for more information about 
this.   
 

Are international students put 
in the same pool of applicants 
when applying (non-GAM vs 
GAM), or are they put in a 
separate pool? 

There are places reserved for international students. 

 

You don't need a 
honours/GDPA year to apply 
for any of the masters 
programs then? 

Master of Clinical/Neuro Psychology require an honours year. Master of 
Professional Psychology don't require a honours year 
 

If our university does not 
supply numerical marks, how 
shall our WAM be 
determined? I only have a 
GPA. 

We standardise GPA to UoM equivalent WAM; admissions staff will convert. 
 

How many people get 
shortlisted for an interview per 
cohort? 

Depends on selection ranking. 

If currently completing 4th 
year, will semester 1 grades 
be considered when 
assessing WAM? 

Semester 1 results needed to be considered for provisional entry score. 
 

Will you be required to 
maintain a certain WAM upon 
acceptance? 

You will be required to maintain the same WAM as at time of admission. 
 

I am an honours Psychology 
student from Singapore. Is 
there anything to note for 
international applicants?  

All psychology study outside Australia requires APS assessment. You can 
submit application while awaiting final results but APS assessment is 
mandatory to proceed. 
Ensure APS assessment to confirm APAC accredited sequence and check 
entry requirements; may require 500-word personal statement and referee 
reports. 
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I have APS saying my degree 
is equivalent to 3rd year 
APAC. I appealed. Can I still 
apply if appeal undecided by 
31 Aug? 

Submit application before closing date and provide evidence of appeal; you 
can upload outcome later but there may be a cut-off for providing additional 
documents. 
 

Are international students 
ranked based on grades for 
interviews and assessed 
among international students 
only? 

Shortlisting is conducted within the international applicant cohort and selection 
ranking is among international applicants. 
 

Do any masters pathways 
allow study 
abroad/exchange? 

Generally, not possible for professional pathways due to APAC accreditation 
and intensive placements. 
 

Would postgraduate masters 
or PhD influence 
applications? 

Main consideration is undergraduate academic performance; postgraduate 
qualification can be presented to selection committee but not guaranteed to 
influence assessment. 
 

Can you share how GAM info 
is/is not shared with 
professors? 

GAM information is highly confidential and not shared with teaching staff 
without appropriate permission. 
 

Does completing GP/PhD 
affect applications? 

Postgrad qualifications can be presented to selection committee but not 
guaranteed to influence selection. 

How many applications do 
you receive each year for 
clinical neuropsychology and 
clinical psychology? 
 

On average: >1500 applications for Clinical Psychology and >500 for 
neuropsychology. 
 

When are interviews / 
notification timelines / offers 
released? 

Timelines are under "After You Apply" section on course pages; approximate 
dates provided. 
 

 


